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Long Way Home

MUSICIAN MIKE SCHIKORA FINDS HIS MUSE IN THE
COLORADO MOUNTAINS By Joanna Nasar

Mike Schikora first connected
with small town values while growing
up in the cowboy country around Lib-
by, Mont., and Mad River, Calif. Values
that prize integrity, community, and
family above all else.

When Schikora moved to Nashville
towork as a staff writer for a small mu-
sic publishing company, the budding
country singer and songwriter felt that
thevalues he most identified with were
noticeably lacking from the competi-

tive hustle of Music Row. He began to
feel detached from his craft; his inspi-
ration dwindled. Recognizing the dis-
connect, Schikora packed up and head-
ed west to rediscover his roots.

He found what he was looking for
high in Colorado’s Rocky Mountains.
Like so many before him who came
west for the restorative effects of
fresh mountain air and open spaces,
Schikora was rejuvenated by the move.
The songs started to flow. “Once I got
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back into the mountains the writing just
poured out so it obviously was the right
decision for me,” he says.

Schikora lives and works on a ranch
with a string of about 15 horses. The
daily chores of ranch life help keep his
songs, and him, grounded in authentic-
ity. “It really keeps me connected to the
land. The busy life of a city just doesn’t
fit me atall,” he says.

The fruits of his most recent work are
collected on his latest self-produced
album, What’s Old s New Again, which
Schikora released through his own pub-
lishing company, Front Range Records.

Many of the albuny’s songs take up the
subject of home and of family. Schikora
wasn’t raised around a lot of family, and

for that reason he is drawn to the topic.

“T like writing about people’s family
like in the song ‘Dance Angelina,’ ” he
says. “I bounced around a lot, which in
a sense makes me more aware of theim-
portance of family.”

Schikora’s family wasn’t musical, so
from an early age his passion was self-
driven. He convinced his mother to let
him take violin lessons and soon be-
came hooked on classic honky-tonk. In
college he developed his contra-tenor
voice, and first came to realize that mu-
sic was his calling.

From his first encounters with mu-
sic, to his foray into the world of Nash-
ville songwriting, to his desire to make
an album that reflects what his heart

knows is true, this country music up-
and-comer is driven to find success on
his own terms. “I had to make myself
happy first,” he says. “And I think my
musicreflects that.” (J
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