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CRS 40 promotes understanding between radio and records
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[image: image3.png]Singer-songwriter Mike Schikom, who grew:
p ina Montam logging town, passesss an n-
crdible yric tenor voice: “I'm a high teor:
Jike 3 violn,that's how 1 think of t. | don't
sound ke anybody el out there. [ have aard
time inding amybody clse 10 sing ith me be-
Carse it hard for them to sng that igh. So
o my ovm barmonics, s vell."

Influcnces? “I'm big on musiians. My in-
spiration comes from nstumentalist ike Chet
Atkins, Boot Randblph and Floyd Cramer Vo-
Calss? ke the stylings of Tammy Wynete,
Patsy Cline and love Lyle Lovet’s sound be.
carse e stands out. You know some of the
voices | hear on radio now, | can't 1l who's
who

The Schikoras hil from Prussia and Mike's
leamed that is ancestors wers traveling min-
srels. During his senioryear i eolege, Mike
thought it would be good to ravel to Holly-
woodon Christmas bresk: “Thatwasthe worst
tme 10 g9 0 an industy town. But thase who
Jitensd to me out thers, ssid to go sce Mary
Martnin Nashvile”

Onee in Music City, Mike did getan inrn-
ship at RCA Records and had  job at
O'Charle’sRestaurant o fesd himself 1 sd
o watch Harlan Howard n the bar and dream
about wriing it him

Mike got to Warmer Bros. and found rejec-
tion docsn'tjust occurat s tras: “Warners
blew me oft”

Listcning tohisnew CD “What's OldsNew
Agn®is like abreath of resh i, atrall the
formulaic pablum we've been spoon-fed
Schikora's music is casy listening and yet
dincesble.

fou knowall L wantis o et my music out
of my head, and that's cxactly why ' doing
this. My rous are back i the mouniains of the
West Tome, simplicty isthe key. 1 don't ke
complicated stuff.”
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